The use of nursing diagnoses in perioperative documentation.
To clinically validate the nursing diagnoses of the first Finnish version of Perioperative Nursing Data Set (PNDS) by using them in perioperative documentation. Nursing diagnoses were used in documentation in four operating departments with 250 patients. In analysis, nonparametric tests were applied. While intraoperatively nursing diagnoses focused on physiological concerns, postoperatively the focus shifted to that of recovery. The findings revealed the importance of safety-related routines in perioperative care. Nursing diagnoses in the Finnish version of PNDS are sensitive in describing the rationales for perioperative care. Nursing classifications illustrate the nursing process in a structured form. Nursing diagnosis is an early step in the decision-making process that aims to achieve expected outcomes in nursing care.